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A glance at the sector performance 
graphic, right, suggests the private 
sector is in decline and that the 
growth is now coming from health 
and education. 

Wrong. The sectoral analysis 
of statistics this quarter hides an 
important point; the strongest 
growing sector is in fact ‘private 
other’. 

This catch-all deþnition is usually 
ignored in this analysis but this 
quarter some huge new commissions 
have found their way onto it. These 
are large ‘mixed’ projects – schemes 
which combine housing, leisure, 
ofþce and retail work. We have seen 
some increase in the number of such 
schemes being reported recently, 
although this quarter is unusual 
in terms of the size of individual 
‘mixed’ projects. 

Such schemes seem to be 
popular in town or city centre 
redevelopments. If it were possible 
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Sector Split: This Quarter’s New Commissions 

to separate out these ‘mixed’ schemes 
into their constituent parts – housing, 
leisure, ofþces, retail ð it is likely that 
each of these private sectors would in 
fact show ‘growth’ over the quarter 
rather than ‘no change’ or ‘fall’.

The revived force of the public 
sector has emerged this quarter. Health 
new commissions have leapt up by 68 
per cent, education by 28 per cent. The 
new commissions þgures this quarter 
in both sectors now match – or exceed 
– the high points recorded in the early 
2000’s. Health new commissions have 
been rising for the last three quarters, 
education for six. In both cases, nearly 
all new work is new build. 

The ris ing new commissions 
þgure recorded this quarter is again 
accompanied by solid confidence 
about future prospects. Over a third 
of responding architectural practices 
expect growth over the next six 
months, over half expect no change to 
the existing high levels. 
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